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| Farm Marketing and Level of living L
Location for Marketing . S o |

Marketing of Wahkiakum County farm producte is affected somewhat by its
distance from major cities and a relatively small local consuming market, Tie
Willapa Hills Barrier to the north causes truck freighting to take a longer
round-about roite to Puget Sound cities, The Portland-Vancouver metropolitan
area is the nearest major marketing area., By means of ferries and boasts Colume
bia River ports such as Astorla, Oregon and Westport, Washington can be reached.
Remoteness handicaps dairymen, poultrymen and vegetable growers in procuring
feede and supplies., It also reduces profit margins when marketing to outside
processors in competition with Willamette Valley and Cowlitz Valley farmers
who produce identical items grown in the Wahkiskum area. Major handicaps are
the higher truck freight costs dairymen and vegotable growers pay to get their
whole milk and cucumbers to Portland and Puget Sound markets,

Transportation

.. Discounting the longer distances and higher motor-hauling freight rates,
.$ransport facilities are good for shipping to Columbia River and Puget Sound
pointe. The arsa has no common carrier railroad service and trucking is the
dominant transportation used, A recently improved hard surfaced highway (State
Highway 830) follows the banks of the Columbia to Longview and Kelso and cone
nects with U,8, 90, a four-lane highway which privides rapid transport to
Puget Sound or to Portland., By this routé, milk tank, produce, and livestock
hauling trucks can go from Cathlamet to Poritland in about 2 bo 3 hours, The
time to Tacoma and Seattle is considerably more, exceeding five hours, Cone
nections are good to the westward over Highway 830 to resort districts of Long
Beach and Willapa Bay where there is a summer seasonal market for dairy and
poultry producta,

Other secondary truck routes used are ferries from Puget Island across
the Columbia River to Westport; Oregon, and across the estuary of the Columbia
River from Megler, Washington to Astoria, Oregon. While boat, ferry and bargs
servige ie available, modern farmers do. not uge  the Columbia River as a means
of getting products to markets as much as did their forefathers 25 to 50 years
earlier, The main products sold today are whols milk and perishadble vegetables
which use the fastest and most convenient means to reach the receiving plate
forms of dairy and food processing plants in the: wore populated zone about

Longview, Vancouver and Portland,

‘-Income, Yelue of ‘Products 8old

Although small in state totals, Wahldakum County agriculture is commerw
clally productive. Recent Census of Agriculture data on the value of farm
- products 80ld show that grosa farm income has. been rising in recent years,

{ “Wahkiakum farmers réceived $1,469,550 in 195k; ‘a 20 percent gain over the

$1’1_73,520°£. lghyl. e . , -, .j .-v, L -:. ;’. %
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Farn gross income from sales of products was divided up among 25L farms
in 1954, The biggest portion was rddefived.by €5 farms which grossed between
$5,000 and $10,000 per year, There were only six large cemmercisl farms who
sold products valued at.over.$25,000; " Farms receiving. $10,000 to $25,000 in
income mumbered 35, However, nearly one-fifth of Wahkialum farms are of the \
low-income end non-commewcial types which take in lessthan 82,500 per:year-
for orops, livestock and other products, A high value af ‘dairy farm produstion

- ip 8. fou wollsdeveloped districtsisuchias Peget Yeland, the: Skamokaws and Grays

- Riyer:-Valleys- places Wahkiakum Counity' thirty~sscond -among -the: Washington coufiv
tles %g value of farm production; although: in lind avea: it-ranks, only-thirtye
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Tn 195k Wahkiakum County dairymen marketed $1,055,300 worth ‘o whele milk
and eream, Whole milk was the major farm product -sold, bringing a gross re-
turn of $1,038,650. Over 200 farms marketed whdle milk and six.dairy Farms
.R@:dt:g?emﬁ_’ T U R E-GR PR SUPLMA IR ~3~'." i '.r'!-‘ P ‘ - :'- T A

. Ya¥igg & relitavely low potential of consuipticd within the looal popus
1ation of only 3,900, milk marketing is organised’ mainly fo expert a surplus
supply to¢ the Portland<Vancouver metropolitan area whers thera is a wells ' ,
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region 1s Portland, Oregon (population 373,480). Large supplies, however, are
delivered to satellite cities on the lower Columbia River such as Kelso, ..:

8 Longvliew and Vancouver cn the Washington side of the river and to distributors
at the mouth of the Columbia River ab Tlwaco, Washington and Astoria, Oregon,

Wahkiakum dairymen are located on the cuter fringe of the greater-Portland
milkshed, Some producers belong to the Lower Columbia River Dairymen's Assooli~
‘ation in Astoria, Oregon. Other Wahkdiakum producers belong to the Cowlits
Deirymen's Assoclation lozated at Longview., Much grade A milk is distrituted
by three state~licensed milk vendors. in Longview and Kelso and two vendors at
South Bend and Ilwaco in neighboring Pacific County, The Ilwaco vendor and the
Lower Columbla Dairymen's Associaticn at Astoria distribute to the resort area
at the Columbia River mouth, Wahkiakum producers have over a dogen factory
outlats within the greater Portland marketing area who handle surplus fluid
milk as raw material for butter, cheese and ice crean, .
Merketing Cattle, Sheep and Hegs

i“ - {

r -

year. About 300 farms made sales of 1live animals during 1954, Dairy eattle
culls and beef animals for slaughter cémprise the major sales, Over 1,800
‘head of cattle brought in nearly $200,000, Over 1 »000 vealers were seld in

L ‘.Da:irymen and 1livestock fa.rmers.'aell‘over $225,000 worth of livesteck esch

i Table 19,~ Livestock and Livestock Products Marketed
s . :
Class of Livestock Emntity ™ Amount Received - .-
Froducts Sold . ___ Marketed By Farmers. .7
D Products A — S o
B OIe H T vaa— | 2b,916,679 .1bsg 81’038’6‘&9
Butterfat - 30,185 1bs, 16,651
Total all dairy products . A $W§:-3'35_
Poultry and poultry products » ) N P
hiOkenBuunnnpunn--'-n---na'-: - 2’709 birde 3 2" 971
Eggsemunven-n oot i 37,630 desen |- 17,790
Turkeys, ducks, geesemmesrs | 2l
Total all poultry & poultry products = | ~ § 23,
Animals sold alive IR ‘ o
attle""..-"r - sk wbadd g .1_;888 h-&d . 199559? x
Calvesucoocmrommemaanenna | . 1,032 head | - 22,555
Hogs and piggmes-eeeidnmina 38 head | . 4,000
Sheep and lambg-we-mumcown= 114 head |- _1,825
Horses and muleSewenmmcenme 1 head "1 150
Total all animals sqld alive G - 28,007
Other livestock and livestock PR
Products 8oldeenmmeaos - Lant e TU S R SECR 'Y (¢
Total amount received for livestock .
" and livestock ProduCtBummmmummmonmesssien ' | - 81,304,040

LN
“t

Source: U.S. Cenmsus, Agriculture, ...
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195k bringing in over saa,m'o. Salas of amop, lanbs and hogs were am;l
. grossing 1ess than $S, Q00 ‘

A Liwstock marketing channels are well-‘developed in the lower Colmnbit
~ River area, By uee of trucks livestock are heuled to terminal stockyards in
i Portland. Beef.produzers. of firished slaughter animals haul to Portland,
.-.-Dalrymen-and small livestock faviig are servdd by several countrysbiyers pre-
curing axdmals: for custom and gmall: packing - houses in’ Longview, Vancouver and
. -Portland.. - Cammunity livestock ®ales. held weekly in Kelso, Woodland, Winleck
.- and-Chehelis, which are within two Hours hauling time, are. uaed to aell or

- f trade slanghtar. feedez- and breed:l.nz atock‘ -

\Marketiqg _E_:gg_ and xtg _ |

Wahkiaimm Gounty's 60 poultry and egg ‘producers . sold over $23,000 worth
of produets in 1954, Most of this moved to loeal-area markets along the Colume
bia River from Longview and Kelso westward to Long Beach,  ‘Fresh eggs are the
., main jtem sold through wholesalers and retailers, Some are sold directly off
,;'4’-;»-& farme 4o touriets .and naighborsy The Washington Coaperative Farmers Association
recsiving station at Tongview 1s an- important outlet, _Poultrynen in western -
‘Wahlkdakum County ‘An the Grays River Valley also market to retailers in the
aesort apd. fishing settlements of Tiwaco, Long:Beach and Ocun Park, Egga are
~ marketed in Aatoria, Oregon by usa o.i' tha croaa olumbia :erryn + ‘

metﬂgg GI'OE - ‘\}‘ ] l',“r;.':\-_ A " ...

1~—~Veg,etabies, ‘some mint 611 @nd baled Hiy are the main marketable’ oropa.
Cucuribers. sold in bulk for ps.ck:le and relish processing has beén th3 most im~
portant cash orop in recent yests, ~The dutimber srép. sold to pickle proseasors
in the greater Portland area gnd in Tacoma on Puget Sound, wa§ estimated in 1956
at 2,000 tbna worth $120,000.- Anothar vegetnblo erop grown for ‘fresh market in

Tabzo 2o.~ Crops Marketed I“rom Wahkiakum County Fama, ]95!:.

- '"i..;_ i Amo}m‘b Regeivad :aream m
T of Cro Sola Farmers . .
< YPO p o ?golw8) Cropa Sold
Vagetables (cucumbera, cabbago ! y o
and athar) . .'.u:c Tty L LN R
GRde UwiiGa ;S w,,u.w '!’!‘.,
Fiekd« Crops (graas ailage, ‘ T
Cmint for ofl) - 11,860 ] 14,0
E’mlts and Berries: (apples, T
', 7 therries, strawberries, TP A
1% Taspberries, ete,) b k732, 546"
Horbicultural Specialties A T
“(shrubs; trees, bulbs, I U I R
cto.) ) . ' | ‘g__(_x_{l R Q.F' AN
| Total amount mewed,by R B
" ‘farhers for oush vrops """381;,862 ] 100,0

“Sotires: sy Oenaua, Agrisulture,
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- among Washington counties in' farm

the greater Portland area is cabbage.. Up te.200 tons and more have been sold
in recent orop years, but recent cash returns of thie crop have been less than
$5,000 annually, - ' - ‘ '

Peppermint marketing has declinéd to a valus of less ‘than $5,000 per year

£rom a former scale of over 50,000, Peppermint hay is distilled into crude

0il and ig thence marketed in cans 16 a firm which operates a peppermint rew
finery in Chehalis, Washington, ' ' S

Baled Bay 1s a local trading item and very little is trucked ocutside the
county area, In recent years about 20 farms have had hay surpluses for sales
to local dairy and livestock farmers, Over 400 tons worth over $15,000 have

' 'beep marketed in recent crop years in local trading,
‘_ﬂ.”f*!ai'keting. Farm Forest Products ‘

" A large arsa of farm woodlands in Wahldakum County is producing an in-
creasing volume of marketable forest products., The most recent agricultural
census revealed that 35 farms sold over $80,000 worth of logs, pulpwood, fugl-
wood, Christmas trees and other forest products during 1954, This was nearly
four times the volume of 1549, There is normally a good sawlog and pulpwood
market in the lower Columbia River lumber and paper industry located at. Longe
view and Cathlamet, Farmers are now selling Douglas fir, Western hemlock,
Western red cedar, maple and alder. gawlogs, pulp cordwood, piling, posts and
shake timber from young &tands of regrowth timber, which have grown up:in the
last 60 years, "Minor forest praducts such as cascara bark, eword ferns and
Christmas trees are also sold, Therd are mmerous southwestern Washington marw
kets for these woodland i:roducts..;%f'ﬁfahkiakum Gounty ranked twéenty~-third

‘Torosl: products sales in 1954, ‘The farm
pulpwood harvest of - 195l ranked ninciwenth amd the farm woodland sawlog cut was
seventeenth,

Table 21, Forest Products on Farms, Wahilakim County, 195he

N .+| Farmg [

—— . Typaof Produgt : { Reporting Quantity
Pirewocd end fuelwood cubewime—na’| 127 | 1;00l cords’
Fance potts Cubecmeiveoaemmomicoenn: " 26 | 4,352 posts -
Sawlogs and veneer logs Cubw—=~mm-m| = 277 | ) 306 M bd, ft,
Pulpwood cubessammsccmecmmee ncracann 10 622 cords
Total value of firewood, fence ‘

posts, logs, lumber, pulpwood and|{ -~ | ‘
[other forest products goldemm--u~ [ 35 | $80,6L9

Sources: U,S. Census, Agriculture. - -
Washington Crop and Livestock
Reporting Service,

---»--nﬂ-o—-rnpn-vﬁ—--‘--»ﬂ—kﬂNmﬂh-.ﬂﬁﬁ--h.--U-ﬂu

., 4/ George B. Stenzel, Marketine Woodlot Products in the State of Washington,
ashingtor, Dapt-—o D nstitute of

.~ State of Washington, Dept. of Conservation and Development, 1
Forest Products, University of Washingtom, Seattle, Bulletin No, 15, 195k,
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o Agricultural marketing by t‘amnara to buyors produces a- total net inoomo
which rarks second to forest products manufacturing in the overall MWahkiekum

.. aconomy.- A.recent. study:by Guthrid.andiBoyle. at-the:Btate Colldge of Washington .

- on incomes : 4n the various Washington ocountied indicdtes’ that agﬁculturé ‘has

been gairing An recent years, 1/ Total income in:the- ‘county was about $1,270,00(

4n°1952, “Agriculture's share of this income vas. $150L3,000, ‘or near‘fy Ofiem

fourth.

Table 22.»- Typas and Sourcea of Inoonfe 1950~f1952 2 Wahkiadcum chnty y

‘I'ype and Scurce Inccm in Dollars by Yoars 362692138’ og:fggnty
of Income | —tge5 " I95F {4950 | 1o5% | 198
.-Agricylture $ 932,000.|:$1:961,;000; 3.1,0,&33000 234917248 | 2hok
+ Gongtruotion "'l * [ 28,000 - 2Ly000 - ok " 71 0,61 4
Goféi'mnent 283,00@ 288,009 n 355,000 o Te2 | Te3 (7 83
!fanhfactuzjing 1,25&,009 +35239,000° 11,273,000 - 532,17 {316 | 29,8
" Serviea. . | 5,000.{-.. 203,000 302‘,000 LeQ:}: 5,2 7 1
Transportation, : . S N
Gomminisation . | ' : I B '\
aﬂé Umﬁ;u_ee 209,000 255,000 259,ooo~ Seli | 645 | 641
© Trade % P' b 28?,000 " 282,000 |. . 308;000.} - T3 | 7.2 |“7742
M**gm Lili5000 ] - . - 57;000 . . 73,000 4 1 | 1.3 L7
. e}:ty Income . 246,000 " 361,000 | 285,000 - 6,3 | 6a7{" 647
" GtherIercome hﬁz;ooo 388,000 | .3 azz,oco 32201 9a1 [1_BLT
PR 7~ ¥ TN $3,905, $3,922 000 3&,270,000: 100,0 100,0 |100,0

~* Lges: VBan Gno~balf of 1% and ‘Ineluded in Miscellaneous, ... .- .. »
@ecified Fam Ebmenditurssv-ﬂnd Costs ©

_..Wa.hlciqlmm farmeve spénd aver $590,000 per yedr for supplies, feed, gas-;
Xine and labor, Provdiding thia local farm mariet with goods and services is
an important part of buaineae activity in Cathlamet; ‘Skamokawa and Grays River.
The largest item of expense to farmers-and the main 4tmm sold to 337 farms is
for feed "‘Qr livestock and poaltry, - Peed-purchases by farmers exceeded $380,000
in 195k Farmersialso spent.éver $107,000 1ty 195h for labor uaed in dairying,
hay and vegetable harvesting,: : . _ o

A sipgnificant trend affecting the proaperity d.t‘ agrieulture haa ‘been the
rise in costs of.fdrming, Fafmers are-payiig moré for 'supplies, oquipmnt and
labep-4n more recent-years. -In- 195k they were paying 27 percent more for these
overhead items thsn t.hey ware 1n- 9l

e "

|;",‘_u'--¢|i'-—--;--~~¢-.6'-u.um-nn-‘a—anu-n-u-n-.—-—---n

nts in Wagh:!._x_:gg y .
etin Nos: 264

2 Jahn A, Guthrie and Shnle;t EI.» Rorla c
25@-&‘35_., Pulluan, Was}r. Washington’ 5%3% %.%] aga,
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Table 23,~ Specified Farm Expenditures in 195, Wahkiakum County

~Type of - ] Number of Farms | Expenditure of Average

Expenditure ' Réportin all Farms Per Farm .
Machine hireo..-.u.-.........._ o 176 . ,$ 3h,985 $ 198’78
Hired labor....'-.............q : 167 ' 107,205 61‘1.95
Feed for livestock and poultry 337 380,700 1,129,687
Gasoline, petroleum fuel & oil -317 . 56,915 17945k
Cﬂmmercj.al fertilizero cevvese . . - 76 ' 12’253 161022 ’
Lime and liming materials..... . S - 50 10,00
Total prOducti'on coste, 2veace ._,n’ ' ,.-923_{)-

Source: U.S. Cenaua,"Ag_z_'iculture.

Level of Living on Wahkiakum County Farms

On the whole, farm people have not enjoyed as high a level of living as
city people, Farm incomes are lower on the average than urban incomes, Be~
cause of isolated location of many farm homes, .such conveniences as electricity,
telephones and modern piumbing have not been as easily available to farm fami-
lies, This is the general situation in American agriculture, '

Table 2.~ Indices of Level of Living of Wahkiakum County Famm -
- Families, 1950 Compared with State and National Averages,

Percentage of total farm families with 1isted
Index Items . index itens .
United States | Washingtcn | Wahlkdakum County

Farm Family Level-of-~Iiving 122 sl 138
Median Income per Family $1,567 $2,380 §2,915
Electricity 78.3% 92.5% 96.44%
Electric Hot Water Heater 17.4% 49.1% 5 ¢ 8%
Eleetric Washing Machine 58.7% 85 4% 95 o 2%
Home Freezers 12,13 1.5% 17.68%
Meche Refri{'era‘bors 62.7% 7791&% ?Oe?z
Telephone 38,2% 57.5% 68,5%
Hot and €:3¢ Water Plusbing 23,8% T0oL%E 86 .0%
Cemtral Hoating 18,1% 17.8% 2,38
Houses with More than One

Person per Room 2243% 15.7% 9oli®
Automobiles 63,0% 77.6% 7h 9%
Travel 10 Miles or More

to Trading Center 21.4% 2045% 8.9%

Source: Walter L, Slocum apd Carol L. Stone, The
Farm' Pednle of Washington at Mid~Century,

In Washington State:and Wahkiakum County, however; the economic well~
belng and living standards of the farm population compares quite faverably
with other rural population groups, Rural livelihood in Wahkiakum is slightly ..
below the state farm average but is above the pnational farm average, Some
isolatedy- low income farms in hilly sections tend to lower the average which



generally:is good in the moreé fertild':pertisns:of Orays and’ Skamokawa Valleys
and Puget, Island, Aotording 1o a.recent . study, . farm livelihood :averdgad for
-+ Waghington State.is gradsd -173:and Wahldaiam' and Pacifie Counties are graded
150, Tho &éérage-grade for all: the-farms in Americs was 140 in 195L, 1/
- Wahkiakum Gbunty ie placed in the middle fifth of all Ameriean coun'biea in

7"?7~t erms of income and living standards among farm famli,ea. .

Sl An e:arlier economic and social study of Washington farmeraa by ‘the Sta‘he
- Collnge of Washington made in 1950 shows more detgils of: 1iving standards, 2/
“ Rural elexctritication is good and Wahkiakum fam homes are abeve stéate:and
“pational averages-in the use of electriocity and appliances. Housing: Btandards.
. use of transportation facilities and net farm income are nearly up to the
. general farm family average: over. the state,.. - -

Aa history and statiatioa presented in these pages ‘have shown, Wahidt akum
County agrieculture is a record of progress by its industrious pecple, In less
.- than & century those who have chosen to live on the soil have nade their prow
- ..augtion -a-basie part: of t.he eccncmy' of the lower Columbia River economic area,
.-Mumerous:and productive: dairy, livestock and vegetable farms provide a supple=~
. .-..5.,.;men1sary .activity to forest products:industry, Many part-time ‘farme provide a
" .. secure and whelescme way of Iife:for. lumber and paper industry workers and
fishermen, Each: farm stands as a living monument to the spirit, of enterpriee,
progress: and- falth of thei varied: ugricnlturists choosing their homes in this

county at, the mvutb of the Columbis, -
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